JOHN   EVELYN

Evelyn of Wotton, for permission to consult it, that
gentleman eventually replied that "Colburn's third
edition of the Diary was very correctly printed from
the MS./' and "might be relied on as giving an

accurate text."

Upcott continued to be interested and had access
to other papers at Wotton. In 1825 ^e published
Evelyn's Miscellaneous Writings in a quarto volume.
On his death in 1845, ^s effects were sold, and many
papers from Wotton, which Lady Evelyn lent him or
gave him, have since found their way to the British
Museum.
The mystery began between 1850-52, when John
Forster, the biographer of Goldsmith, published a
fresh issue of Bray. He explained that Upcott had,
up to his death, been at work on the revision and
preparation of the version which Forster edited.
Upcott had compared the text with the original
manuscript, "by which many material omissions in
the earlier quartos were supplied, and other not
unimportant corrections made." There was a re-
issue of Forster's edition in 1857 in Bohn's Illustrated
Library, and this text was used by Austin Dobson in
his three-volume edition of 1906.
It became clear that the manuscript used by Bray,
and that used by Forster, were not the same.* In
Vol. XI of the Antiquary J. J. Foster gives an ex-
planation with regard to the various manuscripts:
*The Antiquary, Vol. XI. The prefaces to Wheatley's edition and
Austin Dobson's edition of the Diary may be consulted for some of the
above related facts; also H. Maynard Smith's preface to The Early Life
and Education of John Evelyn.
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